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A NOTE ON ANIMALS USED IN THE SHOW 
 
The mice living in the jet-black half of the checkerboard tiles of The Social Network are being well-
cared-for in their modular habitats, each of which is furnished with regularly changed water, food, 
organic substrate, and ample air flow. Each habitat’s sides are perforated with internal air ducts and 
designed to absorb shock. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q: Isn’t it cruel that you’re keeping these mice in such small containers?! They’re chewing on the sides to be let out! 
A: They have as much room to move about as any other small pet in a cage. They walk around chewing on the sides 
because they're mice and that's what they do. Mice have teeth that don't stop growing and they gnaw on things 
instinctively to keep their teeth from over growing. The decision to fabricate the habitats out of wood rather than a 
synthetic material serves the dual purpose of absorbing shock and keeping the mice happy with something to chew on. 

Q: But people are STEPPING on them!! 
A: Vibrations do not bother them. These are rodents that live under the subway, and our feet. If the streets of NYC 
were see-through, that's what you'd see.  

Q: Shouldn’t someone call the police?  
A: They have already been called. They inspected the show and determined that reports of animal cruelty were 
unfounded. 

Q: Where did these mice come from? What would happen to them if they weren’t in the show? 
A: These are "feeder mice." They are not sold as pets. They are bred exclusively to feed to snakes and other reptiles. 
Living in an art exhibition for a few weeks is a much nicer alternative than the pet store tank. The mice are well taken 
care of and given water and food daily. They have plenty of air.  

Q: Okay, but how is this art?  
A: For more information on the exhibition and its intention, check out the materials at www.molly.nyc/prehysteria.  
Among other objectives, the mice in Prehysteria serve the important purpose of highlighting the intense inconsistencies 
in humans’ varied treatment of different species. These mice were born, raised, and sold as feeder mice for snakes like 
the Ball Python, which can only eat live prey. But the same snake would be happy to eat a healthy baby rabbit, kitten, 
or puppy—the mere thought of which would be reviled. Equality of the aforementioned animals aside, the only valid 
ethical issue at hand rests in the concept of owning and responsibly caring for (i.e. feeding) a pet snake.  

Q: Can I adopt one or more of the mice to take home once the show is over? 
A: Absolutely! Inquire within.  

Q: What’s happening to the mice who aren’t adopted? 
A: The artist has a 13-year-old Ball Python named Mr. Clip who eats four pet store feeder mice each week. In 
purchasing the mice for the exhibition, Grazi will be removing his snake (and few friends’ snakes) from the pet store 
“predator pool” for several weeks following the show, having purchased in bulk for the exhibition the same number of 
mice that they would otherwise have bought one-by-one over time. 

Q: I just think the whole thing is messed up. 
A: The mice will be incredibly well-cared-for during the run of the show and for several weeks following, while their wild 
relatives tolerate thunderous subway tracks, eat street waste, and get arbitrarily killed in mouse traps to alleviate 
irrational human fear rather than to directly sustain another animal like the snake. 
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